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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 5972 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MOPS, ET, SO 

SUBJ: OGADEN FIGHTING 

REF: DJIBOUTI 514 

1 . GROD AND REFUGEE PERCEPTIONS OF CURRENT STATE OF PLAY 
IN OGADEN DIFFER MARKEDLY FROM THIS EMBASSY'S ESTIMATE OF 
SITUATION. ALL INDICATIONS AVAILABLE HERE SHOW COMBAT 
CONFINED OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS TO SPORADIC ENGAGEMENTS 
IN AREAS EAST OF HARAR, WITH NO HARD EVIDENCE OF ANY SIG- 
NIFICANT INCREASE IN LEVEL OF FIGHTING. THERE IS GENERAL 
ETHIOPIAN EXPECTATION THAT SOMALIS WILL LAUNCH MAJOR AT- 
TACK DIRECTED AGAINST HARAR IN VERY NEAR FUTURE, AND IT 
MAY BE THAT ANTICIPATION OF STEP-UP IN FIGHTING (AS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 ADDIS 05972 140842Z 

SUGGESTED DJIBOUTI 513), RATHER THAN NEW FIGHTING 
ITSELF, HAS PROVOKED INCREASED REFUGEE FLOW TO 
DJIBOUTI. 

2. WE ALSO DOUBT REFUGEE'S REPORTS OF ALLEGED EPMG 
PLAN TO ATTACK ALONG RAILROAD LINE. WHILE ETHIOPIAN 
AIR FORCE MAY FLY SORTIES ALONG RAILWAY FROM TIME 
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TO TIME, ETHIOPIA IS STILL VERY MUCH ON DEFENSIVE AND 
IS NOT EXPECTED TO BE IN POSITION TO ATTACK ANYONE 
IN SOUTHEAST FOR SOME TIME TO COME. 

3. EMBASSY IS LIKEWISE PERPLEXED BY GROD REPORTS 

OF SOMALI PRESSURE ON DIRE DAWA. ALMOST DAILY REPORTS 
FROM FRENCH AND ITALIAN CITIZENS IN DIRE DAWA SHOW 
CITY ABSOLUTELY QUIET, WITH NO INDICATIONS OF FIGHTING 
TAKING PLACE ANYWHERE IN IMMEDIATE VICINITY. NOR ARE 
WE AWARE OF ANY RECENT SOMALI VICTORY BETWEEN DIRE 
DAWA AND ADDIS ABABA. 

4. WE HAVE SEEN OCCASIONAL FOREIGN NEWS DISPATCHES, 
CLAIMING THAT ETHIOPIANS NOW FLYING MIGS IN COMBAT, 
BUT HAVE NO EVIDENCE HERE THAT LEADS US TO BELIVE 
THAT ANY MIGS ARE AS YET OPERATIONAL FOR ACTUAL 
FIGHTING. 
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